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ABSTRACT:

Mat chbooks have becone common itenms in nodern
society. The primary function of a matchbook is
to serve as a source of fire, including and
especially fires used in connection wth snoking
t obacco products. Matchbooks serve in functions
other than the creation of fire, however. A

mat chbook is al so a conmuni cations nmedium a
manual tool, and a nenento object which humans
col l ect.

Mat chbooks and mat chbook covers have appeared in
crimnal prosecutions and ot her aspects of the
crimnal justice system The roles of matchbooks
inthe crimnal justice systemcan be anal yzed
fromthe purview of the matchbook and its
functions in society. Matchbooks in severa

sel ected cases are anal yzed accordi ngly.

Changes in the matchbook's cultural functions are
presently evolving. The main causes of such
changes are changes in the |legal and socia
attitudes towards tobacco usage, and

t echnol ogi cal innovations which have replaced the
mat chbook as a source of fire. Such changes have
al ready inpacted the crimnal justice system and
nore of the sanme can be expected in the future.
Nevert hel ess, the matchbook will continue to be a
conmon cultural artifact, and present itself as
such in crimnal cases.

[ . 1 NTRODUCTI ON

Al of human civilization is dependent upon a
phot ochem cal reaction known as fire. Over the
centuries since the dawn of manki nd, various
devel opnents have sinplified the processes necessary
for creating fire. The cardboard natchbook as we know
it today was invented by a Phil adel phia patent
attorney naned Joshua Pusey, who was issued Patent
Nunber 483,166 on 27 Septenber 1892 by the United
States Patent Office.! The matchbook thus serves as a
nmeans for nobdern honpo sapiens to expeditiously create
fire on short notice. According to the United States
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Consuner Product Safety Comm ssion, American consumers
created approxi nately 645 billion individual "lights"
in 1976, of which, approximately 65%or 419 billion
were done with matchbooks.? Nearly 98% of the 645
billion "lights" were for tobacco products.?

Since the tine of Pusey, matchbooks have becone a
pervasive artifact in our nbdern society. This
article will overview the functions of matchbooks in
our society, with a brief excursus into the hunman
collection inperative. Then the various roles of
mat chbooks in crimnal nmatters fromthe perspective of
t he mat chbooks' functions will be surveyed. The
article will conclude with a brief discussion of
ongoi ng devel opnents which can be expected to bring
change to the matchbook as a cultural artifact in the
world of crine.

I1. THE FUNCTI ONS OF MATCHBOOKS | N AMERI CAN SOCI ETY
A.  General Functions

In addition to the obvious role as a source of
fire, matchbooks function in such diverse capacities
as communi cati ons media, inplenents for performng
manual tasks, and chattel objects to be owned,
carried, traded, bought and sold, or stolen

The matches and the striking surface are the
el ements of a matchbook which actually cause the fire.
These el enents are carried, covered and protected by a
thin piece of thin cardboard which, in and of itself,
has no i nherent pyrogenic properties. Like other
pi eces of paper, however, the cover of a matchbook
lends itself well as a substrate upon which letters
and words can be printed or witten, together with
artistic designs if desired. Indeed, matchbooks have
| ong been used to advertise products and services
ot her than thensel ves, and continue to serve as an
efficient formof advertising which can be directed to
speci fic audi ences.*

One cannot view the propaganda properties of
mat chbooks in a vacuum for they obviously interface
and intersect in a major and synergistic way with the

use of tobacco. After all, it is no mere coincidence
t hat nost mat chbooks contain twenty nmat ches, which
corresponds to the twenty cigarettes in a pack. It

therefore is quite comopn for the advertising nmessage
printed on a natchbook to be read by the sanme user
twenty tines, reinforced with the sating of a physica
craving for tobacco each tinme a match is used to |ight
a cigarette.®

And just as a paper matchbook cover can serve as
a substrate for the printed word or inmmge, it can
simlarly serve as a mediumfor witings handscribed
with a pen or a pencil, or other available witing
implemrent.® Often, for want of any paper surface nore
formal or spacious, it is the nobst handy witing
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surface available for commtting a brief but
significant itemof data to witing.

Mor eover, mat chbooks can serve as manua
i mpl enents to performtasks not directly related to
their pyrogenic or literary functions, whether as
receptacles for storing or transporting snall objects,
forceps for mani pulating small objects, obstructions
to jam nmechani sns, and any other use as a | amina of
car dboar d.

B. Excursus: Matchbooks and the Human Col | ecti ng
| mperative

Col l ecting objects for the sake of collecting
themis a practice invariably found in virtually every
known human cul ture of now and yore. Specific
psychol ogi cal expl anations and anal yses of the hunan
collection inperative are beyond the anbit of this
article; suffice it to say that sonme individuals are
pronouncedl y predi sposed to collect objects. The
col l ecting hobbies of particular individuals have been
inmplicated in nmuch civil and crinmnal litigation, and
judicial opinions have duly noted coll ections of
obj ects as diverse as postage stanps,’ coins,?
firearms, ® knives, ¥ arrowheads, !* pai ntings,
antiques,® jewelry,* clocks and pocket watches,*®
gl ass novelties, !® gens and minerals, !’ seashells,®®
dol I's,'® nodel railroad equi pnent,?® com ¢ books, %
basebal | cards,?? notion picture filns, 2 autonobiles, %
pi anos?® and evergreen trees.?® |ndividuals who keep
several types of collections have |ikew se been
mentioned in the judicial opinions.?

There are aficionados who col |l ect mat chbooks, 28
and who have forned organi zations in furtherance of
their hobby.?® Libraries and historical societies
sonetines retain nmatchbook covers fromtheir |oca
area busi nesses, *® and nmuseuns and archives keep them
intheir collections as historical artifacts. 3!

Though many i ndividual s deeply possessed by the
human col l ecting inperative can proudly boast
ext ensi ve organi zed col l ections of their chosen genre
of objects, the propensity to collect can be
mani fested in a one-tinme, single instance accession of
an object. Thus, many who are not organi zed mat chbook
hobbyists will perfunctorily pocket a souvenir
mat chbook which is displayed in a manner explicitly or
inpliedly offering it for the taking by the business
establ i shment whose services or wares it advertises.

A mat chbook, then, often exists as a chatte
object inits own right, without regard to its other
functions. As such, it can be accessioned, carried,
bought, sold, lost, found, traded or stolen. |Its
snmal | size and i nherently inexpensive conposition
especially facilitate such a passive function
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[11. MATCHBOOKS IN THE CRI M NAL JUSTI CE CONTEXT

As previously described, a matchbook serves as a
source of fire, a comunications nedium a tool and a
chattel object. Matchbooks which appear as evidence
in crimnal cases can be anal yzed from such functiona
per specti ves.

A.  Mat chbooks as Sources of Fire

Where crimnal activity involves fire, the source
of the fire is inherently relevant to the processes of
the crimnal justice system

The fact pattern in a prosecution involving over
200 fires in the Boston area from 1982 to 1984, though
carried to an extrenme, is essentially typical. The
nodus operandi of one Stackpole was to ennesh a lit
cigarette anmong the tips of matches in a matchbook, so
that after a tinme delay the burning cigarette woul d
ignite the matches, which would, in turn, ignite a
plastic bag filled with flanmmble |iquid such as
gasoline or lantern fuel. Stackpole called his
i ncendi ary device "La Bonba." 3 Such cigarette-
mat chbook devi ces, of varying degrees of
sophi stication and effectiveness, have figured as
evi dence in other arson prosecutions. 3

The mat chbook need not have a cigarette fuse,
however. One can naliciously cause a conflagration by
"flipping" an entire matchbook set afire, 3 or even
use one or nore individual matches froma matchbook to
start the fire.

Even in non-arson situations, a fire can be
i ndicative of crimnal activity and the source of the
fire accordingly relevant. Burnt matches and
mat chbooks found along with crack cocaine, for
exanpl e, can be evidence of the illegal use of that
drug.

B. Mat chbooks as a Conmmuni cati ons Medi um

1. WMatchbooks used for propaganda:

G ven the well known Constitutional protections
af forded to speech and the press in Amrerica, the
ci rcunst ances under which the content of a matchbook
adverti senent mght be an elenment of a crine are
i nherently limted. Neverthel ess, matchbook
pr opaganda has been known to toe the linits of the
law. |In the context of the American social unrest of
the late 1960's and early 1970's, matchbooks inscribed
"EOW were distributed at Bloonfield State College in
West Virginia, the inscription being a supposed
acronym for "End of Wek", with the supposed
i mplication that the canpus would burn if the denmands
of certain student groups were not nmet by the end of
t he week. ¥
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But during those socially turbulent tines, at
| east one | aw enforcement officer used matchbooks as
propaganda nedia, w th apparent success. The jargon
of the angry Anerican counterculture scornfully
referred to police officers as "pigs." A Dallas police
of ficer, apparently unfazed by such taunts, bolstered
his personal public relations by distributing
mat chbooks inscribed "Leonard Edge: Pig and Proud!"
al ong his beat. 38

More recently, American |aw enforcenent
aut horities have successfully used nmatchbooks as a
nmedi umto advertise rewards for wanted internationa
terrorists.

2. Matchbooks used as notepads:

In the world of crimnal evidence, nmany mat chbook
covers have been enployed as nedia for the witten
wor d.

A tel ephone nunber is one piece of information
which can easily be witten upon a nmat chbook cover,
and has often been so inscribed. In one case
i nvol ving drug trafficking, the | aw enforcenent
authorities obtained a nmatchbook marked "246 0700 Room
1110." The first seven digits corresponded to the
t el ephone nunber of New York's Holland Hotel, which
was visited by the police, and where the guest in Room
1110 turned out to be a Col unbi an drug deal er.
OQher illicit drug deal ers have |ikew se been found
t hr ough mat chbooks bearing their tel ephone numbers. *

But tel ephone nunbers whi ch have been witten
upon nat chbook covers are by no neans limted to those
of drug deal ers. A matchbook found on one burglary
suspect bore the tel ephone nunmber of the house of the
victins, who had left their house to attend their
daught er' s weddi ng. *2 Anot her burglar, caught in the
act, had in his pocket a matchbook with the tel ephone
nunber of a waffle house witten upon it. The police
went to the waffle house where they found the intended
getaway car and the driver acconplices.*® And the
t el ephone nunber of a robber who wi shed to nake anends
by taking his victimout on a date was witten on a
mat chbook by the victim *

In a kidnappi ng case, the suspect had, in his
shoe, a matchbook upon which his brother's tel ephone
nunber was witten. The brother vyielded evidence
whi ch the police then used to extract a confession
fromthe initial suspect. Constitutiona
consi derati ons, however, caused the first suspect's
confession to be suppressed.

Tel ephone nunbers are not the only crimna
evi dence which are witten upon matchbook covers.
QO her data witten upon matchbook covers has incl uded
illegal betting numbers, “® and even a hol d-up note
used in a bank robbery.*
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Crimnals are not the only ones who wite
evi dence upon mat chbook covers. Law abiding citizens
al so carry mat chbooks, which, in energency situations
when nore formal witing papers are not i mediately
avail abl e, can and do serve as convenient nedia for
i nscribing succinct bits of information. One exigent
circunmstance in which matchbooks | end thensel ves wel
as witing papers is when a witness to or victimof a
crime involving a nmotor vehicle nenorializes the
Iicense tag nunber of the vehicle upon a matchbook
Mat chbooks bearing such informati on have figured in
several crimnal prosecutions.“

C. Matchbook Covers as Manual Tool s

Mat chbooks can serve as manual inplenents to
performtasks not directly related to their pyrogenic
or literary functions. The tasks so perfornmed can be
relevant to crimnal activity.

Mat chbooks are handy receptacles for storing,
carrying or transferring illegal substances. Many a
mat chbook has been used to store or deliver heroin,*
cocai ne® or marijuana.®® In a similar fashion, a
mat chbook can be used to pass nmoney in the context of
an illegal bribe, as exenmplified in one case where a
| awyer bribed a hearing officer with a $100 bil
fol ded up into a matchbook.® Razor bl ades can al so
be conceal ed i n mat chbooks. %3

In addition to being a handy receptacle for the
transport and storage of illegal substances, a
mat chbook cover can serve as a tool with which to
adm nister the illegal substance into the body,
whet her to nasally "snort" a substance such as
heroin® or to hold a burning marijuana cigarette.®

Fl ashlights, famliar tools whose purpose it is
to provide light, are to be found in many a skilled
tradesperson's tool boxes. A match from a mat chbook
can simlarly serve as a source of illunination
albeit for alimted period of tine and with the risks
and di sadvant ages i nherent to an open flane. Such
illum natory inplenents have been incidental to the
commi ssion of a crine, as in one case where a woul d-be
rapist held a lit natch, as a lanp unto his feet, in
t he darkened hallway outside the victinms apartnment.
The flame of the nmatch soon wilted as the perpetuator
gai ned entry to the victinmls quarters (whereupon he
al so wilted before establishing the contact required
for his initially-intended offense). The burnt-out
mat ch, found on the floor outside the victims door
was from the matchbook which the police found on the
per petuator's person upon his capture. "

D. WMatchbooks as Tangi bl e Chattel hjects
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Aside fromits pyrogenic, literary or mechanica
properties, a matchbook is a tangi ble and portable
obj ect, a chattel capable of being owned, |ost,
transported, bought or sold. One case which
denonstrates this property in the crimnal context
i nvol ved a sinEIe pl ai n white matchbook wi th nothing
witten on it.> At a convenience store in Tennessee,
a robber purported to purchase a single plain white
mat chbook, and then proceeded to rob the store when
the clerk opened the cash register to process the
paynment for the matchbook. The natchbook found on the
suspect's person was part of the evidence agai nst
him® The fact that it was a matchbook was only
i ncidental, the feigned purchase of any snall object
coul d have been used as the pretext to induce the
store clerk to open the cash register

Because mat chbooks are objects which are manual |y
handl ed, they can al so serve as sources for
fingerprints in forensic investigations.?®

And, consistent with the souvenir acquisition
i nperative which universally affects people from al
popul ati ons and cultures, people tend to pocket
mat chbooks which are explicitly or inpliedly offered
as gratuitous advertising trinkets.

Mat chbooks can also |link the suspect to the crine
when it can be shown that the matchbook somehow was
handed fromthe victimto perpetuator. |n one
Arkansas case, a young coupl e hitchhiking al ong
encountered a trio who clained engine trouble, and the
wi f e handed one of the three a matchbook in order to
shed |ight upon the problem The coupl e was ki dnapped
and the wife raped by the three. The natchbook was
part of the evidence against the three perpetuators.®
In a California case, a well-described mat chbook
"blue and white in color, having the name ' Newporter
Inn' on the cover"” which was given to the defendant by
the rape victimwas al so part of the prosecutor's
evi dence. ®*

And, as tangi ble and portabl e objects which are
susceptible to individual ownership, matchbooks are
al so obj ects which can be stol en. 52

E. Matchbooks serving nore than a single function

1. WMatchbooks as More than a Fire Starter

The non-pyrogeni ¢ properties of some matchbooks
which started the fires of incendiary crines have
clued the police to nany a perpetuator. Subsequent to
his expulsion fromthe fam |y abode, M chael Pierce
had | odged across the street in the honme of his friend
TimOR elly the week before the fatal house fire
whi ch took the lives of Pierce's nother, father and
grandnot her. The fire was started by a match froma
mat chbook of the type found in ORielly's house.®
Though that matchbook was the source of the fire, it
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had al so functioned as an object which Pierce took as
a souvenir, and was thus linked to Pierce's known
wher eabouts in O R elly's hone.

In a case with simlar fact patterns (and
i nvol ving a defendant with the sane first nane), a
mat chbook from a Tennessee notel where M chael Wbb
had stayed was used by Wbb to start the house fire in
Chio which killed his own son.® That matchbook
i kewi se served as both a source of the lethal fire
and a chattel object taken as a souvenir, and further
was al so a propaganda device for the notel. A
mat chbook from the Hi ppopotanus Di scoteque in New York
City functioned simlarly in a case where a drug
dealer killed a grospective wi t ness agai nst hi mand
burned her body. ®®

As a variation on the thene of matchbook as fire
source, souvenir and advertising propaganda, a
mat chbook which was used by Elric Carlson to ignite a
fatal fire advertised the business of his own uncle,
wi th whom he lived.® And in an incident which was
not nearly so destructive or lethal, the matchbook
used by Vernon Bates Archibald in his attenpt to burn
the property of his erstwhile enployer advertised a
busi ness owned by none other than Archibald hinself.®

2. Collected Objects which Adverti se:

Anerican author and hunorist E. B. Wite wote
that a collection of objects is likely to reveal nore
about the collector than about the subject of the
collection.® \hite's observation has proven itself
quite valid, even in instances where the "collection"
at issue has consisted of but a single nmatchbook

A lawabiding citizen thinks little of pocketing
a souvenir matchbook from the busi ness establishment
where it is displayed and explicitly or inpliedly
of fered for the taking. But when the person who takes
such a mat chbook subsequently enbarks upon a crimnmna
enterprise, the literary content of that sane
mat chbook can link the nal efactor to the establishment
from whence the mat chbook was taken. A matchbook
serving the dual function of a propaganda nedium and a
tangi bl e col | ectabl e object can accordingly serve as
conpel ling evidence of the crine in question

A detached and rational crimnal would take pains
to be devoid of all evidence linking himor her to the
scene of the crime. |In reality, however, the
inability of nmany perpetuators to detach thensel ves
fromtheir personal collecting inperatives has
significantly contributed to the prosecutor's
evi dence. Thus, a gunman who took a nat chbook from
the Fountain Valley Golf Course in St. Croix, Virgin
I sl ands during his nmurder spree there provided an
exhibit for the Government's evidence at trial.®
Simlarly, the matchbook from Rhodes Autonotive
Service in Abilene, Texas was found on the person of
the fel on who had robbed that establishment.” O her
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busi ness establishments whose own mat chbooks were
possessed by the perpetuators of crines at their
prem ses include Richard's Best Texaco in North
Carolina ™ and the Trails Lounge Restaurant in
Portage, W sconsin. "

A mat chbook from an establishnent known to have
been t he whereabouts of the suspect around the tine of
the crime, if found at or near the crine scene, can
help to link the suspect to the crime.” Wongdoers
who gat her such natchbooks have often provided such
evi dence of their invol venent.

A mat chbook fromthe Best Western -- Hudson House
I nn, which was across the street fromthe Hudson
Country Cub where a burglary and theft occurred, was
part of the evidence to |link the suspect to the
crime.™ The former lover of a Los Angel es wonman who,
with her roommate, was violently attacked in her
apartnment, had earlier patronized the Mandarin Cove
Restaurant along with the victins. A matchbook from
that restaurant was found in the apartnent and hel ped
to link the attacker to the crime.” In two cases
ari sing out of an ambush assault incident in
Tennessee, the respective defendants, apprehended in
Henryetta, Oklahoma, were linked to the crinme by
Okl ahoma aut horities, who found a nmatchbook from a
Nashville hotel.”™ And a murderer who was carel ess
enough to | eave a matchbook fromhis own brother's
weddi ng near the victims body was al so betrayed by
his own col |l ection inperative.”’

Mat chbooks from distant |ocalities have sinilarly
inmplicated crimnals fromthose distant |ocales. A
resi dent of Westchester, New York who had passed bad
checks 150 miles away in Bi nghanton was convi cted upon
evi dence which included a nmat chbook from a Bi nghant on
restaurant found in his car.’ A matchbook cover
found at the site of a kidnap victinms captivity
linked the suspects to Chicago.’”® And a cocaine
shi pment found in a van apprehended along with its
owner in Mchigan was linked to its suspected source
back East by a matchbook froma New Jersey notel . 8

In 1983, a shocking and sensational murder
occurred in a restaurant in Philadel phia' s Chinatown.
Menbers of an Asian gang from New York, attenpting to
spread their "protection" racket influence to
Phi | adel phia, had entered the Ho Sai Gai restaurant
and demanded noney fromthe manager, who was fatally
shot when she refused. Anopbng the evidence found on
the scene was a mat chbook whi ch advertised a Brooklyn
enterprise whose business was to hel p people to obtain
New York driver's |license learner's permts. At
trial, the defense attorney's attenpt to elininate the
connection between the nmatchbook and his client failed
m serably when testinony was elicited that the
def endant hinself had begun the Erocess of obtaining a
New York State driver's license.®
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Convi cted murderer Eugene Wallace Perry
apparently had a particularly pronounced coll ection
i nperative for matchbooks. The prosecution evidence
which ultimately led to Perry's executi on on 8 August
1997 8 included matchbooks fromthe Terry Mtel in
Fort Smith, Arkansas and the Horseshoe Bend Marina in
Rogers, Arkansas.® Another crinminal whose collecting
i nperative got the better of himwas a drug deal er
naned Charles Janmes, who was i n possession of
mat chbooks fromnotels in Mansfield, Chio and M am
Florida, notels where drug deals were known by police
to have been in the making. %

And if nmore than one person is involved in a
crimnal enterprise, the collecting habits of one can
snare themall. Delores Pollack, suspected of passing
Ameri can Express traveler's checks stolen in
Pennsyl vania, was arrested in Florida with a nmat chbook
fromthe Aynpia Mdtel in her possession. Upon paying
a visit to the Adynpia Mtel, the Dade County Police
found Pol I ack's acconplice with nore stolen traveler's
checks.® And a matchbook fromthe Rodeway Inn in
W mngton, North Carolina, found in the pocket of an
arrested drug trafficker, |led the | aw enforcenent
authorities to additional suspects who had taken a
room at that place of | odging.®"

At the scene of a Col orado burglary-murder, a
mat chbook from a business in Henderson, Nevada was
found, along with some burnt matches. The matches and
mat chbook were apparently used as illum nation when
t he perpetuator broke the window to enter the
prem ses. It was shown that the defendant had visited
fam |y in Henderson, thus connecting the matchbook to
t he defendant, and therefore, the defendant to the
crime. The matchbook thus served as a source of fire,
a collected chattel object, and an advertisenent
medi um &

3. Collected Objects Bearing Personal Data:

As a variation to the collected object which
advertises a conmercial venture, product or service, a
mat chbook inscribed with the victims own handwiting
can al so serve as evidence when found in the
possession of the crinminal defendant. Mich |ess
formal than a business card, it is usually produced on
an inpronptu basis on such occasions.

In a Tennessee nurder case, the defendant
initially denied knowi ng victim but then produced
mat chbook which the victimhad given to him and upon
whi ch she had witten her tel ephone nunber. There
obvi ously had been sexual activity between nurderer
and victim but the evidence was anbi guous as to
whet her such sexual activity was consensual (which had
beari ng upon whether there would be an enhanced
sent ence) . %
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And in yet another rape case involving a
mat chbook, 8 t he mat chbook somehow given to the rapi st
in question also bore the victims tel ephone nunber. %

Conversely, the name and tel ephone nunber of
Jeffrey Alan CGearns, a regular at the bar of Chi-Chi's
Restaurant in Dearborn, M chigan, was witten upon the
Chi - Chi's mat chbook found on the victim s body and
served as evidence to convict Gearns.®

The personal data on a collected object can serve
to elucidate the nenory of one who has been confused.
It is obviously not unusual for the victimof a
violent crine to be disoriented, and to nmake ambi guous
or contradictory statenents during the nonents of
confusion. One very agitated and di sconcerted rape
victim who had trouble fixing the date of her attack
knew that it occurred on the sane day as her sister's
weddi ng and was thus able to conpose her thoughts and
refresh her nmenory with the aid of a nmenento nmat chbook
from t hat weddi ng. %2

4. A Truly Multifunctional Matchbook

One case which well exenplifies a matchbook in
its multiple cultural functions was the U S. Navy
court martial of Yeonan Typist First C ass George
St ockdal e. ®®* 1t should be borne in mnd that the
events in the Stockdal e case occurred in 1953, when
t he taboos agai nst the use of marijuana were
significantly stronger than they are in 1999.

St ockdal e di senbarked froma Navy transport in
Honol ul u, and was i nmmedi ately apprehended and
searched. Charged wi th wongful possession and
wrongful use of narijuana, Stockdale was court
martial ed and convicted on the possession
specifications, and sentenced to confinenent at hard
| abor, reduction in grade and bad conduct di scharge.
Anmong the evidence fromthe search was a partially
snoked marijuana cigarette "in a paper match cover
bearing an advertisenent of a place in Arizona near
where the accused had recently spent a period of
| eave. "%

The mat chbook in evi dence served severa
functions. It was a propaganda object which bore the
advertisement of a comercial establishment in Arizona
whi ch was proximate to the known whereabouts of the
accused. It also was a tangi ble physical object which
Stockdal e saw fit to collect as a souvenir. Serving
those two functions, the matchbook connected the
contraband marijuana to Stockdal e, and was evi dence
that he had acquired it while on | eave. Wen the
contraband marijuana cigarette was placed inside of
it, the matchbook thereupon served as a receptacle for
it, a tool for holding and transporting the forbidden
subst ance.
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Though not specifically addressed in the Navy

Board of Review opinion, there is a significant

i kelihood that when the partially snoked marijuana
cigarette was snoked, it was ignited by a match from
t he sane matchbook. [|f such were the case, then the
sane mat chbook which served as a propaganda obj ect,
col l ectabl e souvenir and receptacle for conceal nent
and transport may al so have been a source of the fire

i nherent in the illegal use of the marijuana.

As matters actually transpired, Stockdal e was
convicted only on the illegal possession
specifications, and not on the illegal use

specification. W nust, therefore, presune his
i nnocence to the extent of the latter count.

I'V. CONCLUSI ON

Mat chbooks perform di verse functions in our
soci ety, legal and otherwi se. The social habits
relating to matchbooks are reflected in the nmatchbooks
whi ch have appeared in court cases, whether as
crimnal evidence or otherwi se. Certain changes are
af oot, however.

For one thing, the social and legal attitudes
towar ds the snmoki ng of tobacco (and ot her herbage) are
now shifting. ® G ven the inextricable |ink between
mat chbooks and snoki ng, such changes cannot hel p but
affect the matchbook as a cultural artifact. |ndeed,
it has already occurred, for the fal se adverti sing
clains in the ongoing product liability litigation
agai nst the tobacco conpani es have specifically
i mplicated the use of matchbooks bearing the wel
known "Joe Canel" cartoon character used to advertise
Camel cigarettes.

Mor eover, technol ogi cal devel opnents and
mar keti ng strategi es have, of late, given the
di sposabl e butane |ighter a heretofore unprecedented
and continuallg growi ng popularity as a device for
creating fire.® \Wile butane |ighters are arguably
superior to matchbooks as a fire source -- after all
their flanes can be mmintained for |onger periods of
time, and can be adjusted in intensity to relatively
long plumes -- they are not necessarily superior to
mat chbooks with respect to other functions.

There is no doubt that individuals with the
collection inperative will see fit to collect butane
lighters, whether as a one-tine serendi pitous action
or as an organi zed hobby collection.®® Cigarette
Iighters have aIreadg been rel evant evidence in fire-
related crine cases.”™ W can certainly expect to see
nore such cases in the comng years as the butane
I ighter becones nore ubiquitous. And while the butane
lighter has already been put to use as an advertising
medium it is unlikely to be | ess expensive to
produce, transport or store than a nmat chbook, and
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therefore, less likely to be distributed in the
popul ation with the frequency that nmatchbooks have
her et of ore been placed into the stream of comrerce.

Mor eover, the butane lighter is not paper, and
does not well lend itself to handscribe witten
conmuni cations in quite the sane nmanner as the
mat chbook.

So, as the disposabl e butane becones a nore
comon artifact in Arerican culture, it can be
expected to appear with increasing frequency in
crimnal matters. But because its functions are not
totally identical to those of a matchbook, the butane
lighter will not appear in all of the sanme crimna
justice roles which the nmat chbook has played for nore
than a hal f-century past.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he i nroads bei ng nade by the
butane lighter, the matchbook will likely continue to
be a common cultural artifact for the foreseeable
future, and its appearances in civil and crinmna
litigation will reflect its functions accordingly.

*
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